biography of Hardy and his Civil War career. The second will be to identify and highlight special collections materials either created by Hardy or which support the study of his life during the Civil War Era. Quotations from primary source materials in this article serve to illuminate the primary source materials and to illustrate Hardy's eloquent prose.
At the outbreak of the war, Hardy was in his mid-twenties, full of vigor and ambition. Born in Lowndes County, Alabama in 1837, Hardy studied at the local Town Creek schools and for a short time at Cumberland University in Tennessee. Moving to Jasper County, Mississippi in 1856, he taught school at Montrose for one year and then at Sylvarena Academy in Smith County for one term. He began studying law under the tutelage of the Shannon and Street Firm in Paulding during 1856 and gained admission to the bar in 1858. He moved to nearby Raleigh, Mississippi and set up shop, and by 1860 his law practice was thriving. In the 1860 census, Hardy owned real estate worth $2000 and a personal estate worth another $500.
3 He married Sallie Ann Johnson on October 10 of the same year, and by the outbreak of the Civil War, the couple was expecting their first child. A local Democratic Party leader, Hardy was in an advantageous position to encourage other young men to join the war effort, and it was in part his influence which raised the eighty-man company of Smith Countians which comprised the Smith Defenders.
Although he was only in his mid-twenties, Hardy received the nod as Captain "We slept in the line of battle on our arms on the bloody field, and oh, the heart sickens at the thought. All the firing had ceased, everything was calm and still after the awful storm save the awful shrieks of the dying and wounded, which were great from every quarter in every direction. Cries for help, for water, brother calling for brother, comrade for companions, some "God speed the day when all the asperities engendered by the late war shall be forever buried in the deep sea of oblivion, and we shall all cherish as one glorious, common heritage, the courage, valor, and patriotism displayed by both sections."
13
Hardy was not unique in his dual purposes of seeking to remember the Confederate dead and their cause while also calling for an end to sectional differences in an effort to put the war to rest. As historian David Blight suggests, ordering Civil War memory around the shared values of manliness, valor, sacrifice, and a mutual sense of honor created a language which veterans of both sides of the conflict could embrace with pride. It provided the additional benefit of engendering commercial reconciliation and promoting northern investment in southern business enterprises.
14 By 1900, northern financers controlled a majority of southern railroads. As noted in the finding aid, the heart of the collection is a series of 66 As Mississippi marks the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War, there are still many gaps in both the historical and archival record which need to be filled. This brief study of William Harris Hardy is representative of the many stories which are as yet only partially told, both in terms of biography and the collection of the types of sources needed to effectively write about the this tumultuous conflict.
Archivists can continue to support the study of the era by continuing to build primary source collections which contribute to our understanding of the war, and should seek to provide greater access to the materials by making archival sources available online when possible. For example, the digitization of The
